This year has seen us create a new website with a Facebook page and
live twitter feed. We have a new section on our website that provides
updates of our most recent activities. This provides us with the perfect
opportunity to highlight some of our wonderful achievements. Feel free
to check us out at

www.firtreecentre.co.uk

Many Thanks
We would just like to say a huge thank you to our partners

NHS Wales

Hafod Housing

Communities First
And not forgetting our amazing volunteers without which
none of our work would be possible. Special thanks to
Marion Price, Selina Andrews and Elaine Scott who
dedicate a large amount of hours every week to keeping
the centre running.
Contact us
01443 413408
enquiries@firtreecentre.co.uk
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Creating job opportunities
With support from Jobs Growth Wales, a fund set up by the Welsh
Government to help young people into work, we have provided paid
work placements for two young people.
Jobs Growth Wales, which is backed by the European Social Fund, is
designed to create 12,000 job opportunities over 3 years for
unemployed work-ready 16-24 year-olds, helping to reimburse their
wages for 6 months. Now entering its third year, the flagship youth
employment programme has already created over 11,800 job
opportunities across Wales, with over 9,000 young people filling
those jobs.
Working in partnership with Acorn’s learning and development team
and Hafod Housing these two young people have been able to play a
key role in making Fir Tree
Centre a success. In addition,
we also worked with MITB
and the Shaw Trust to offer a
paid position to one of the
many people they support.
So far we have been able to
provide four paid positions
and hope to continue to offer
further opportunities in the
future.

Award
Winners!
In June of this year our very own
Treasurer Glenn Price was awarded the prestigious “Ruth Radley”
Award for outstanding achievement. The award ceremony took
place in Cardiff and was hosted
by TPAS Cymru.
Glenn not only volunteers for Fir Tree Community Association
but also does a lot of work with TACT and other community
initiatives. Glenn has worked tirelessly for many years to make
Fir Tree Centre what it is today and despite continued challenges
with health issues Glenn continues to be there for his community.
Glenn is an inspiration to us all and
reminds us of the importance of true
community spirit. Well done Glenn!
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The chart demonstrates that the most popular use for the community
centre is youth club, this evidences how much young people enjoy
coming to their local youth club. The second highest is the volunteers
and by looking at this graph, it’s clear to see that the centre would not
work without their marvellous efforts.
The Cafe inside the centre has had many visitors including bikers and
hikers, which have purchased our delicious foods although, our bestsellers have to be our amazing home made welsh cakes—thanks
Elaine!!

In our youth club, we have many regular visitors who enjoy our
facilities very much. We have several outstanding facilities that
we are very lucky to have obtained. They include a computer
suite so that the younger generation can enjoy their stay by playing appropriate games. We also have a room with several activities to do including painting and drawing. This year we have
been able to deliver activities such as a visit by the local fire service, African drumming session, willow making, day trips, building a bug hotel and much more!

One of our good
news stories!
Bryan started volunteering with Fir Tree back in 2013. Brian had extensive work experience in catering and managing various food establishments but unfortunately due to ill health had found himself out of work.
We were able to offer Brian training opportunities in IOSH, First Aid
(level 2 and 3), Manual Handling, Food hygiene (Level 2 and 3) and
Barista training.
The training provided the perfect opportunity for Brian to gain back some
of the confidence he had lost and he
immediately put it into practice by
volunteering in our Café. Bryan
worked with us for a couple of
months and was invaluable to us
when we first started up our Café.
He used this training and experience
to look for paid job opportunities
and at the start of the year he was
able to secure a paid position working in a kitchen.
Bryan is thoroughly enjoying his new position and is delighted to find
that his hard work and determination has not only landed him a job but
has also seen him lose weight and feel healthier. Bryan still volunteers for
us when he can and we feel very proud and lucky to have him on our
team!
Congratulations Bryan!

Proud to work in
Partnership.
Fir Tree Community Association recognise that the best way to support our
local community is to work in partnership. This year has seen us work closely with Hafod Housing and Communities First in order to host a number of
community events/activities.
Earlier this year we worked in partnership with Hafod to offer young people
the opportunity to form a football team and visit “The House of Sport” arena
in Cardiff. Hafod has supported Fir Tree Community Association for a number of years and their advice and support has been an integral part of our
journey from the old porta cabins to our lovely new building! We are extremely grateful for everything they have done and continue to do for us.
By working in partnership with Communities First we have also been able to
offer a lovely venue for 40 training opportunities and have received support
with our Food Co Op.
This year has also seen us form partnerships with NHS Wales. We now host a
monthly Baby Health Clinic and have arranged for two of our volunteers to
take part in the training required to set up a sexual health clinic for the young
people of the area.
Our “Job Search” service has proved popular with the locals and by working
in partnership with Hafod we have been able to build on this success by
creating a “Job Club” which offers locals support and help in finding a job
including help with CVs and support with interviews etc.
We hope to continue these key relationships going forward and look forward to
forging more partnerships with local stakeholders in the future!

